YOU DON”T HAVE TO TRAVEL TO WASHINGTON TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

But now, more than ever, we need your voice to make a difference!

There is now a bill before the U. S. Senate that, as written, would effectively prohibit the distribution of promotional products to healthcare professionals. If the Physician Payments Sunshine Act, S. 301, passes in its current form, the economic cost to this industry will be staggering. 

We need your help to prevent this from happening.

Contact or visit your Senators’ local offices—right now—and help stop legislation that could eliminate the use of promotional products in the health care industry.

Take it one step further and organize a delegation to visit their local offices and let them know what the impact of the legislation would be on our industry.

The important thing is we need everybody on deck at this critical time.

Here are the details:

The Physician Payments Sunshine Act, S.301, requires manufacturers of covered drugs, devices or medical supplies to disclose payments made to a physician, a physician medical practice or a physician group practice.  The physicians are referred to as “covered recipients.”

It requires disclosure of payment or other “transfer of value,” which includes, subject to certain exclusions specified in the law, any  compensation, gift, honorarium, speaking fee, consulting fee, travel, services, dividend, profit distribution, stock or stock option grant, or ownership or investment interest. Promotional products are included under this definition. 

The reality is that if every item must be reported, many companies will chose to give nothing of value rather than report on each item. We cannot allow that to happen. 

ACTION REQUIRED:

Our message is straightforward—please use this as a guide--Please write, call, fax and e-mail your representatives:

As your constituent, and a member of the Promotional Products Association International (PPAI), I am writing to express my opposition to S.301, the Physician Payments Sunshine Act.

The bill would require manufacturers of drugs, devices, biologicals or medical supplies to physicians to report payments or “transfers of ANY value” to physicians.  The law doesn’t establish a minimum dollar amount for each “transfer of value.”  Even if an item costs a dollar it must be reported.
This means if one of those manufacturers provides a promotional product of ANY value to a physician, it will be subject to the reporting requirements of the bill.  Rather than report thousands of “transfers of any value”, manufacturer of drugs, devices, biologicals or medical supplies will simply stop providing promotional products.

I am NOT a manufacturer of drugs, devices, biologicals or medical supplies, I AM in the promotional products business, and this bill will have a devastating impact on my business and industry.

Promotional products are an advertising medium.  Logoed items of relatively modest value should not be perceived as gifts that would unduly influence professional behavior.  Rather they are tangible forms of advertising that will keep the brand name in front of the recipient over time, reinforcing the advertising message with each use.  When expressed in those terms, our products are no different from any other element in the marketing mix—except for the high message recall they deliver.

This medium is the most cost-effective method for smaller businesses to market their products and services.  Prohibiting their use results in a hardship for these smaller businesses and limits their ability to reinforce personal relationships with their customers, clients, and prospects.  It is more important than ever to provide a personal connection.

I look forward to hearing from you about your position on this bill.  Thank you.

.

