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PPAI has had a vigorous government relations program covering a variety of issues from Prop 65 to independent contractor status.  The following highlights expectations moving forward and three significant issues.
PHYSICIAN PAYMENTS SUNSHINE ACT

Senators Grassley and Kohl introduced S.301 on January 22, 2009
PPAI sent its first member action alert to the membership on January 23, 2009.

Government Relations: “No Stone Unturned”

· Instituted the “no stone unturned” program to maximize member attention and actions. This program includes webinars, emails, voiceblasts, advertising (including PPB faux cover and post-it ads), and continued outreach to all members to drive grassroots and grasstops legislative efforts.

· Created the new PPAILaw page on the primary Association website. Includes quick links to take action and learn about pending legislation. Individual pages created and maintained for all states. Each page also includes a link to state-specific pages within the Little Black Book.

· PPAI incoming board-chair traveled to Washington, D.C. to participate in a virtual town hall meeting with President Obama.

· Development of Little Black Book of Legislative Success which summarizes GR outreach options on a local level as well as state revenue and employment figures to support lobbying efforts. This book has been distributed to all regional associations. Through solicited product donations, PPAI has enough copies to distribute to every member in 2010.

· Social media presence on Facebook and Twitter.

· CapWiz:  

· In 2009, 8325 letters were sent through this program to lawmakers by 3377 total activists. To put it in perspective, total letters sent through PPAILaw in 2008 totaled 4.

· January-March 2009: 846

· April-June 2009: 1835

· July-September 2009: 2621

· October to December 2009: 2780

· The top five states in terms of activity are: Texas, Illinois, California, Florida, Pennsylvania

· StateNet: Invested in legislative tracking system that is monitored by staff daily. Flagged more than 1500 pieces of legislation that fit monitoring criteria set by PPAI. Effective tool in early identification of legislation on a state-level. System now developed in conjunction with RAC that will allow for effective triage of state-based legislation and development of action plans.

· Member Outreach: In addition to all electronic communication, direct communication to more than 700 members via Women’s Leadership Conference, Leadership Development Workshop, North American Leadership Conference, Special Markets Dialog, RMRPPA, SPPA, GAPP, PPAS, SACDV, MiPPA and AZPPA, regular webinars, board members and senior staff. Will continue to provide this support to all interested parties.

· Lobbyists: Enhanced presence in Washington DC through the addition of a second lobbyist, Robert Drummer, under the direction of John Satagaj. Drummer has been highly effective in setting meetings on the Hill, accompanying staff and members on legislative meeting, drafting amendments and briefing members through monthly webinars. 
· Regional Legislative Programs:

· As of today 27 out of 28 regional associations have Regional Association Legislative Committees in place tasked with educating and mobilizing members through trade shows, education events, newsletters, emails, et al. 

· Over the past four months, virtually all regional shows have had a legislative table on the show site to encourage members to take action. PPAI has provided legislative marketing kits to all chairs, briefed regional volunteers in advance of the events and provided “calls to action.”

· GRAC: Established Government Relations Action Council to assist the efforts of PPAI lobbyists, the regional association legislative committees and staff in influencing legislation and regulations affecting the promotional products industry. 13 industry professionals, plus staff, sit on this advisory council.
· Regional Fly-ins: In response to PPAI and GRAC requests, the following regional associations have traveled to Washington to meet with legislators from Florida, Ohio, New York, New Jersey and Minnesota: Gold Coast, OPPA, PPAF, SAAGNY, UMAPP

Product Safety Powered by PPAI:

Background:
· Senator Pryor introduces CPSC reform bill September 12, 2007.

· PPAI issues action alert October 22, 2007

· PPAI joins CPSC coalition

· In January 2008, PPAI releases Guide To Managing Responsibility for Product Safety, Social and Environmental Standards

· PPAI launches website dedicated to product safety

· The CPSIA signed into law August 14, 2008.

· PPAI releases Guide To Navigating The CPSIA

2009 Goal: “No Member Left Behind…” to ensure that all product safety information is made available to members and non-members to promote compliance with CPSIA as well as all other applicable product safety issues.

· PPAI Tracking Label Solution: PPAI developed a tracking label solution in time for members to meet the August 14, 2009 implementation deadline. This simple, web-based solution allows members and non-members to comply with CPSIA regulations. As of November 9, 40 companies are using this system with 313 products registered. 

· Monthly Webinars: Addressing all aspects of CPSIA, led by STR testing lab. Webinars fill to capacity each month.  Topics include:
· CPSIA and the Promotional Products Industry

· Focus on Drinkware

· Focus on Apparel

· Focus on Writing Instruments

· CPSIA: Children’s Products

· CPSIA: A Year Later…A Look Back

· CPSIA: Tracking Labels

· What Distributors Need to Know

· What Suppliers Need to Know
· Recap of CSCP workshop
· Product safety presentations by STR: SAAC, NALC, Promotions East

· Work cooperatively with other organizations to voice opposition to the CPSIA, joining coalitions and signing petitions:
· NAM Review CPSIA Implementation
· NAM Tracking Label Stay Request
· NAM Tracking Label Petition
· NAM CPSC Petition
· NAM CPSC Coalition Letter To U.S. Senate
· Meetings with CPSC: Ongoing meetings by John Satagaj in Washington. In April, staff traveled to Washington to meet with CPSC staff to present the challenges posed by the CPSIA on the promotional products industry. Staff participated in 2-day workshop on compliance and product testing in December. Submitted written comments to CPSC addressing industry concerns.
· Participated in rally on Capitol Hill to voice opposition to the CPSIA

· Product Safety Webpage: Continual updates to keep this site relevant to membership. Host to most recent CPSIA announcements, guidance and all PPAI education and supporting material related to product safety. Created an iconic link for use by all regional associations to allow them to direct their members directly to the product safety site.

· Ongoing contribution or solicitation of articles and updates to PPAI Business Media including:
· Phthalates: A Comprehensive Guide
· Environmental Lessons for Dummies
· Raising the Bar on CSR
· Suppliers’ Forum Brings Product Safety Into Focus
· Taking Risks
· Reach Registration Rules
· To Protect And Defend
· NAM CPSC Coalition Letter To U.S. Senate
· We're All In This Together
· Sourcing Overseas
· What You Don't Know Can Hurt You
· Don't Be Blindsided by Prop 65
· Indecent Proposition
· What Does Prop 65 Mean To You?
Prop 65: A Quick Summary

· August 2006:  PPAI hosted Prop 65 webinar for membership

· August 2006:  Issued Legislative Alerts urging all members to contact their representatives to express opposition of Prop 65

· November 2006:  PPAI hosted another Prop 65 webinar for membership

· January 2007:  PPAI hosted town hall meeting at The PPAI Expo 2007 focused on Prop 65 and released An Orientation to Prop 65
· March 2007:  PPPAI Staff attended and reported on the Prop 65 Clearinghouse Annual Conference to obtain latest Prop 65 trends and issues

· June 2007:  PPAI Hosted Suppliers Forum and addressed both Prop 65 and emerging global safety issues

· June 2007: PPAI Formed The Global Strategy Council
· January 2008: 

· Published Guide to Product Safety, Environmental and Social Responsibility 

· Hosted Product Safety Panel at The PPAI Expo 2008 

· Reviewed product safety issues and concerns at The PPAI Expo 2008

· February 2008: Hosted webinar on product safety and responsibility

· April 2008: National Education Day for Regional Associations focused on product safety and responsibility

· May 2008: Hosted webinar addressing quality assurance programs

· June 2008: Product safety addressed at Promotions East and key topic during Suppliers' Forum

